HALIFAX CIVIC TRUST
Halifax Civic Trust Awards 2008
Halifax Civic Trust is once again seeking help from the people of Calderdale to find building and other environmental projects worthy of a Halifax Civic Trust Award.
Awards are given annually to individuals or organisations responsible for high-quality new building, the reuse and restoration of old buildings, landscaping or any other work of a high standard which makes a significant improvement to the fabric of the town or countryside of Halifax. 
In previous years awards have been given for schemes ranging from restored mills, shops, warehouses and cottages to a new garage showroom, school and doctors’ surgery, the conversion of a chapel to a nursery, new housing, the refurbishment of banks and a pub and the creation of a moorland garden.
The awards, now in their 17th year, are in the form of green, oval plaques bearing the words “Halifax Civic Trust Award” and the date with a brief description of the winning entry. The 2008 awards will be given for work substantially carried out in 2007 and will be presented at the trust’s annual general meeting  in May at Halifax Town Hall. Once again the trust is appealing to local people to take part in the awards scheme by nominating their favourite projects of the past year.
Awards are made for schemes within the area of Halifax Civic Trust’s jurisdiction, that is the area of the former County Borough of Halifax, from Luddenden in the west to Northowram and Southowram in the east and from Copley in the south to Ogden in the north.
There is no fixed number of awards and no categories, for the basic criterion is quality, whatever the nature of the project, so that more awards are made in some years than in others. Anyone can nominate a scheme for an award simply by contacting the trust’s secretary, June Paxton-White, on 01422 834448. There are no complicated forms to fill in; just the name of the building or project will do. The trust will then produce a shortlist of eligible entries and visit them before announcing the winners.
Last year's winners 

There were two Halifax Ciivic Trust Awards in 2007 . They were: 

Elsie Whiteley Innovation Centre, Halifax: Sympathetic, yet vibrant conversion of the old Elsie Whiteley Mill in Hopwood Lane, giving new life to yet another empty mill as well as giving Halifax potential world leadership in an area of fast-developing technology. 
Westgate Arcade, Halifax: The roofing of an entire street in a cathedral-like structure of white-painted steel and glass, a major, dramatic addition to the townscape of Halifax town centre with huge potential for revitalising the retailing core.
Halifax Civic Trust Awards 1992-2007 

The full list of the award-winning schemes for the first 16 years of the Halifax Civic Trust Awards: 
1992 
Casa Arredamenti: A 19th-century warehouse in Horton Street, Halifax, renovated by the Double A Furnishing Company and turned into a furniture store after lying empty for 12 years. 
Pavilion Cafeteria: The then new cafe at Halifax bus station, imaginatively fitted out using high quality materials. 
Moorland garden: A threequarter acre area of rough moorland at Pule Green, lovingly converted by a Halifax woman and her late husband into a garden of trees, plants and shrubs, with paths, steps, lily pond and other features. 
Clare Road, Halifax: Sympathetic conversion of the former Quaker meeting house at Clare Road to a day nursery for Share Training. 
1993 
Barclays Bank: Rebuilding and refurbishment of the Commercial Street, Halifax, branch, incorporating replica Victorian shopfronts. 
Bradford and Bingley Building Society: Restoration of the former Boar’s Head Inn and conversion to building society offices. 
Chatham Street Centre: Creation of a garden in a former loading bay area, forming a green oasis in an otherwise drab industrial landscape. 
Copley Motors: New showrooms and workshops at Copley Motors’ Wakefield Road site, featuring unusual green metal cladding, appropriate both for its semi-rural location and use by a Land Rover dealer. 
Old Cock Hotel, Southgate: Refurbishment of one of Halifax’s most historic inns after years of closure and neglect. 
Old Woolcombers’ Mill: Outstanding restoration of a semi-derelict mill in Union Street South and conversion to offices for a firm of chartered accountants. 
1994 
St David’s Court: New high-quality homes for Bradford and Northern Housing Association within the Akroydon conservation area, in traditional style and materials. 
Sandbeds Road, Pellon, Halifax: New doctors’ surgery for the Plane Tree Group Practice, and adjoining pharmacy. 
Upper Field House: A new home at Howes Lane, Northowram, in the style of a laithe house, combining traditional styles with modern materials. 
1995 
Dean Clough: Imaginative conversion of Victorian former mill premises at Dean Clough Industrial Park into the Design House and Crossley art galleries and the Design House Restaurant. 
Northowram School: Conversion of a redundant Victorian school into 17 apartments. 
Causeway House: Conversion of the semi-derelict former Automatic Standard Screw Company factory in Causeway, Halifax, into offices and training centre for Qudos UK and Share Training. 
1996 
Tetley Lane, Northowram: Sensitive restoration of two run-down 17th-century cottages, Nos 8 and 9, revealing magnificent hidden roof trusses. 
1997 
Bembridge Park Centre, Hopwood Lane: Conversion of the former Park United reformed Church to a business centre, with function rooms, now known as the Bembridge Park Centre. 
Warley Road Primary School, Halifax: Imaginative improvements to the infants’ playground in the school’s centenary year. 
Halifax Building Trades Exchange: Refurbishment of the former builders’ exchange in Clare Road, now known as the Rushworth Suites. 
New Mill, Lower Wainstalls: Outstanding conversion of 19th-century textile mill to flats. 
1998 
Withinfields Primary School: New school at Southowram of exceptional design and using top-quality materials. 
Pye Nest, Halifax: New house at 20, Darcey Hey Lane, of unusual design on a restricted site. 
1999 
Marsh Hall, Northowram: Outstanding restoration of the grade 2 listed 16th-century house after centuries of alteration; the works returned the house to its 17th-century heyday, with its great hall, oak gallery and sumptuous plasterwork.
Westgate and Albion Street, Halifax: Restoration of shopfronts in two important town-centre streets in both Victorian and 1930s styles.
Christ Church, Mount Pellon: Creation of new, much needed meeting rooms above the north aisle of the church in sympathetic style.
2000 
All Saints’ Church, Dudwell Lane, Halifax: Reordering of 19th-century church, including 
creation of mezzanine floor, kitchen, toilets, office, creche and new seating. 
Hillway House, Northowram: Renovation of derelict wing of 17th-century house in Tetley Lane. 
Rimani House, Hall Street, Halifax: Conversion of empty Victorian mill to offices for C. Bancroft, retaining original features. 
2001 
King’s Centre, Park Road, Halifax: Impressive conversion of the former Park Road Baths into a church for the Calderdale Community Church, including conversion of the two pools into large areas for worship. 
Gordon House, Charles Street, Halifax: Renovation of part of the semi-derelict premises of the Halifax Automatic Standard Screw Company at the corner of Charles Street and Causeway into offices for Wilby Insurance Brokers, retaining original features. 
Old Fire Station, Dean Clough: Conversion of former boiler house known as the Old Fire Station adjoining A mill at Dean Clough into high-quality offices. 
Halifax plc: To mark the 10th anniversary of the Halifax Civic Trust Award a special award to the Halifax plc’s landmark headquarters building in Trinity Road, Halifax, on the site of Thomas Ramsden and Son’s Stone Trough Brewery. The new building, opened by the Queen in 1974, was constricted by the irregular diamond shape of the site. It contains as many floors below ground as above, those above ground being suspended from four giant pillars at the four corners. The building boasts sumptuous executive facilities and an advanced mechanised document retrieval system. 
2002 
People’s Park, Halifax: Restoration of one of Britain’s finest Victorian parks, a gift by Sir Francis Crossley in 1856, laid out by Joseph Paxton. The £2.5 million restoration included new cast iron gates and railings based on the originals, repair and restoration of the bandstand, bridges, pavilion and waterworks, with new pumping systems, cleaning and repair of urns and statues, extensive replanting, resurfacing of paths and a new visitors’ centre, children’s play area and public toilets. 
West Hill Park: Renovation of homes and shops in the Crossley’s model industrial village, West Hill Park, between Gibbet Street and Hanson Lane, including 18 fine Victorian-style shopfronts, mostly in Hanson Lane. 
2003 
Garden Street Mill, off New Bank: Renovation of Halifax’s second oldest mill, of 1833, and conversion from derelict eyesore to 42 apartments, retaining iron columns and other original features, plus stonecleaning and new windows. 
Bull Green House, Halifax: Refurbishment of 1930s art deco landmark overlooking Bull Green and conversion to offices for Pennine Housing 2000. 
Warley Town School: Imaginative refurbishment and enlargement of village primary school, creating larger classrooms while barely increasing the building’s footprint and also squeezing in a new staffroom, computer room and offices for head teacher and secretary. 
2004 
Green Park Road, Halifax: New house on a restricted site at 1a, Green Park Road, in an unusual and imaginative design based on linked cyclindrical and trianular components, rendered and painted white to achieve a Mediterranean feel. 
2005 
St James's Street, Halifax: Conversion of semi-derelict houses Nos 7 and 9, St James's Street, Halifax, and adjoining property into a theatre, with changing rooms, foyer and ancillary facilities for the Actors' Workshop Youth Theatre, replacing a theatre in the former St James's and St Mary's Church Hall, in West Grove Terrace, Halifax, which had been destroyed by arsonists in 2001. 
2006 
Electric Bowl, Commercial Street, Halifax: Stunning conversion of former Electric Cinema, later garage, into the Electric Bowl, an exciting, dramatic building at the southern entrance to the town. 
Fern Cottage Apartments: New apartments using traditional design and materials in the grounds of Fern Cottage, Stafford Avenue, Halifax. 
The Royal: conversion of the former Royal Halifax Infirmary, Free School Lane, to apartments and houses. 
Beaconsfield House, Siddal: Sympathetic conversion of the former Caddy Field School, later the Beaconsfield Centre to flats. 
Chapel House Apartments, Ovenden, Halifax: Conversion of the former Providence United Reformed Church Sunday School to flats. 
The Old Sunday School, Warley: Conversion of the former Warley Congregtional Church Sunday School, later Halifax Vandals RUFC clubhouse, to cottages. 
2007 
Elsie Whiteley Innovation Centre, Halifax: Sympathetic, yet vibrant conversion of the old Elsie Whiteley Mill in Hopwood Lane, giving new life to yet another empty mill as well as giving Halifax potential world leadership in an area of fast-developing technology. 
Westgate Arcade: The roofing of an entire street in a cathedral-like structure of white-painted steel and glass, a major, dramatic addition to the townscape of Halifax town centre with huge potential for revitalising the retailing core.
