HALIFAX CIVIC TRUST EVENTS SPRING 2008

_________________________________________________________________

Tuesday 22nd January 2008
Leslie Brayshaw on "The 18th century Folly at Northowram"
You thought there was only one Folly in this area?  Come and hear a fascinating illustrated talk on the subterranean baths at Northowram and a discussion on the status of Northowram as a conservation area.
_________________________________________________________________

Wednesday 20th February 2008
Halifax Civic Trust Chairman John Hargreaves Interview
Local Halifax radio station Phoenix FM will be interviewing our Chairman John Hargreaves.  The interview will take place between 11.00 am and 12.00pm.  You can listen to the interview live through their podcast at Phoenix Radio.  Don't miss it!
_________________________________________________________________

Tuesday 26th February 2008
Adrian Rose, CMBC Head of Regeneration & Development
We are all dying to know what has happened to various projects in Halifax, some that seem to have been in the pipeline for years such as; Broad Street, the Piece Hall, the Shay Stadium, Somerset House and Wainhouse Tower.  Hear a presentation on the progress that has been made so far and take advantage of the opportunity to ask the questions and discuss the answers.
___________________________________________________________

Wednesday 23rd April 2008
Clyde Binfield, Emeritus Professor at Sheffield University

Prepare to be entertained by an expert on the history of architecture, taking as his subject "Art Deco - Putting the fun into function" 
This is an illustrated talk not to be missed.  We have few "Art Deco" buildings in Halifax but there is one magnificent example nearby.  We are extremely fortunate to have such a distinguished speaker on a style that is often dismissed, indeed Prof. Binfield also offered as a title "Dare you take it seriously?"  If you have seen the "Art Deco" skyscrapers in the USA, how dare you not take is seriously
___________________________________________________________

Friday 16th May 2008
Beginning at 6pm, on Friday 16th May, Members of Halifax Civic Trust were shown around Crossley Heath School by senior students, and afterwards treated to a fascinating talk by Rose Taylor. She spoke of the wonderful historic archive of documents and photographs the school possesses, dating from the days when the original Crossley Orphanage was planned in 1857. Accounts of the loss of children’s parents were very moving, as were the way in which the youngsters were educated. Many photos of the early scholars survive, and descendants frequently contact the school today. Included in the talk was an account of the ormer Heath Grammar School, founded by a Royal Charter obtained by local vicar Dr John Favour in 1597, and which merged with Crossley & Porter School in1985. The speaker was thanked warmly by Dr John Hargreaves, president of the civic trust.
___________________________________________________________

Tuesday 24th June 2008
To celebrate the first “Civic Societies’ Week“, at 6p.m. on 24th June, 2008, Halifax Civic Trust held an event in conjunction with the Friends of Lister Lane Cemetery.
A visit to this Victorian Cemetery - opened in 1841 – seemed a most appropriate way to celebrate our civic past; it contains memorials to many past Halifax residents; these range from wealthy industrialists to ordinary working people, and paupers.  An early example of a non-denominational burying-place, run by a private company, it was originally known as Halifax General Cemetery. Covering three acres, with a neo-classical chapel on a raised terrace, it contains some fascinating monuments, from gothic spires and obelisks along the main pathway, to plainer stones which have their own family tales to tell.   Recently, local councillor Amanda Byrne said: “Lister Lane has a special place in the history of Calderdale, and is a poignant reminder of our area’s industrial heritage.”
The ‘Friends of Lister Lane Cemetery’ (a charity which helps maintain the site), kindly hosted the open evening, from 6p.m., during which members showed visitors around the site, relating tales of considerable interest.
At 7p.m. refreshments were served at a nearby Church Hall, and then David C. Glover, Publicity Officer for the Halifax Civic Trust, aided by a Powerpoint presentation, gave a light-hearted but informative talk entitled “After Death: Funerals, etc, in the Parish of Halifax before 1900.”  He was thanked by John A. Hargreaves, chairman of the trust.  
We were greatly cheered that the number of people who attended the event greatly exceeded our expectations.
