15th November 2009
REPORTS OF RECENT HALIFAX CIVIC TRUST EVENTS
On 15th October 2009, David Glover, Publicity Officer for HCT, gave a lively talk on "Scandal and Humour from Halifax Parish Records" to Halifax Civic Trust members and friends.  Salacious and rather naughty tales were included!  Many quirky events from the distant past were described:  crimes which would not be now considered illegal, an irreverent parish clerk, a drunken gravedigger, a forbidden marriage, and a 19th Century Halifax vicar with a great sense of humour.
On 13th November 2009, Robert Donald gave a talk on “Emma and the Greek Revival” for Halifax Civic Trust.  Emma Lyon (or Hart), a poor girl from Cheshire, grew up to be one of the country’s great beauties; from being a maid in London, she, became a courtesan.  Attracting the attention of society portraitist George Romney, who painted her many times, she was to become the mistress of Sir William Hamilton, British Ambassador to Naples.Later she married Hamilton, who was an avid collect of ancient Greek Antiquities, and Emma became noted for her “Attitudes,” which were portrayals of Greek poses based on figures on Classical vases, etc. Her simpler style of dress had an influence on fashion throughout western Europe.  Afterwards, Emma Hamilton became Lord Nelson’s mistress; but she died in poverty in 1815.
Our Winter events have now been confirmed.  Please click here to view the newsletter.
Our Autumn bulletin is also available by clicking here.
Also coming up. . . .
Emma & The Greek Revival.  Emma who?  Hamilton of course!  A revealing look at Classicism.  Come along and listen to a lecture by Robert Donald.  7:30pm.
Friday 13th November - Oddfellows' Hall, Coleridge St, HALIFAX.
Click here to view the flyer.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
7th September 2009
On the 5th September 2005, Halifax Civic Trust took part in the national Heritage Open day which saw free access to a number of prominent historic landmarks throughout the country.  We were invited to organise a stand at the All Souls Church in Boothtown, Halifax.

The HCT Stand at All Souls Church, Boothtown.  Note the strange ghostly figure centre!
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There it is again, how strange!  I can assure you it wasn't there when the photo was taken!
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________13th October 2009
Our Autumn Events have now been confirmed.  Please click here to read the newsletter.
Also coming up. . . . 
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16th June 2009
Our Summer Events have now been confirmed.  Please click here to read the newsletter.

____________________________________________________________________________________
1st May 2009 
______________________________________________________________________________________
2nd April 2009

* * * * PROPOSED DEMOLITION OF HALIFAX CENTRAL LIBRARY * * * * 
The campaign to save Calderdale central library from demolition enters a new phase on Saturday 4 April when the MP for halifax, Linda Riordan will join campaigners outside the Calderdale central library in Northgate at 11.00 a.m. to distribute flyers and collect signatures for a petition opposing any plan to demolish the purpose-built, heavily used and easily accessible central library/archives in halifax and to relocate the present facilities to another site.
Click here to read the associated press release.
Click here to read a letter by our Chairman concerning the proposed demolition.  This letter has been sent to all councillors in Calderdale.
For more information, please visit www.dbol.org.uk 
______________________________________________________________________________________
1st September 2008

Heritage open days come to Halifax!
See Heritage Open Days in Halifax 2008 for details
______________________________________________________________________________________

May 2008

Read an article by Tim Charlson, the Regional Development Manager of the Churches Conservation Trust on their ongoing project to restore the All Souls Church at Haley Hill in Halifax.
All Souls Church - Haley Hill, Halifax
_________________________________________________________________
21st February 2008
Halifax Civic Trust's Chairmain (Dr. John A Hargreaves) is interviewed by local radio station Phoenix FM.  To download the podcast please select the following links.
John A Hargreaves interview
Phoenix FM Website
______________________________________________________________________________________
28th January 2008
Halifax Civic Trust Awards 2008
Halifax Civic Trust is once again seeking help from the people of Calderdale to find building and other environmental projects worthy of a Halifax Civic Trust Award.
Awards are given annually to individuals or organisations responsible for high-quality new building, the reuse and restoration of old buildings, landscaping or any other work of a high standard which makes a significant improvement to the fabric of the town or countryside of Halifax. 
In previous years awards have been given for schemes ranging from restored mills, shops, warehouses and cottages to a new garage showroom, school and doctors’ surgery, the conversion of a chapel to a nursery, new housing, the refurbishment of banks and a pub and the creation of a moorland garden.
The awards, now in their 17th year, are in the form of green, oval plaques bearing the words “Halifax Civic Trust Award” and the date with a brief description of the winning entry. The 2008 awards will be given for work substantially carried out in 2007 and will be presented at the trust’s annual general meeting  in May at Halifax Town Hall. Once again the trust is appealing to local people to take part in the awards scheme by nominating their favourite projects of the past year.
Awards are made for schemes within the area of Halifax Civic Trust’s jurisdiction, that is the area of the former County Borough of Halifax, from Luddenden in the west to Northowram and Southowram in the east and from Copley in the south to Ogden in the north.
There is no fixed number of awards and no categories, for the basic criterion is quality, whatever the nature of the project, so that more awards are made in some years than in others. Anyone can nominate a scheme for an award simply by contacting the trust’s secretary, June Paxton-White, on 01422 834448. There are no complicated forms to fill in; just the name of the building or project will do. The trust will then produce a shortlist of eligible entries and visit them before announcing the winners.
There were two Halifax Ciivic Trust Awards in 2007. They were: -

Westgate Arcade, Halifax: The roofing of an entire street in a cathedral-like structure of white-painted steel and glass, a major, dramatic addition to the townscape of Halifax town centre with huge potential for revitalising the retailing core.
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Elsie Whiteley Innovation Centre, Halifax: Sympathetic, yet vibrant conversion of the old Elsie Whiteley Mill in Hopwood Lane, giving new life to yet another empty mill as well as giving Halifax potential world leadership in an area of fast-developing technology.
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_________________________________________________________________
“Heritage Open Days” celebrate England’s architecture and culture by allowing visitors free access to interesting properties that are either not usually open, or would normally charge an entrance fee. Heritage Open Days also includes tours, events and activities that focus on local architecture and culture. 
HALIFAX CIVIC TRUST ANNUAL AWARDS 2009
Halifax Civic Trust held its Annual General Meeting at Halifax Town Hall, chaired by the Mayor of Calderdale.  All serving officers were re-elected.  Following the Presentation of the Halifax Civic Trust Awards 2009, members and friends enjoyed an illustrated Lecture by Chris Edwards, Calderdale’s Principal Planning Officer (Conservation).  He shared his vision for the future of Halifax, mentioning also the preservation of the best of our past architecture, such as the work recently carried out successfully at Somerset House and the Wainhouse Tower.  Consultation with local and other groups on such heritage issues was important. He also explained the need to think ahead, highlighting exciting new prospects for the town, such as the planned expansion of the Square Chapel Centre for the Arts, the rejuvenation of the Piece Hall, and the Hopwood Lane Gateway scheme.  Mr Edwards was thanked by Dr. John Hargreaves. 
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Winner - Wainhouse Tower Restoration
HCT Plaque being presented to John Catanach (CMBC) by the Mayor of Halifax and Dr. John A Hargreaves of the Halifax Civic Trust
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Winner - Somerset House Restoration
HCT Plaque being presented to Rob Jordan & Chris Edwards (CMBC) by the Mayor of Halifax and Dr. John A Hargreaves of the Halifax Civic Trust
______________________________________________________________________________________
22nd April 2009

* * * * PROPOSED DEMOLITION OF HALIFAX CENTRAL LIBRARY * * * * 

New DBOL Press Release available here.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
